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М, CAM MAN DARE ТО 
BELIEVE 2 WHAT FEARFUL 
TRUTHS LE BEYOND THE 
REALM OF MANIS DARKEST 
FANTASY ? SUCH 15 THE 
STRANGE AND STARTLING 








BAT Шақ А! 


+ Lh, IN m THE BROMIDE'S BEGINNING, 
UD OF MYSTERY í NIGHT, 1 UT INSIDE 


TO TAKE EFFECT. HER 

THE STATION- | HYSTERICS ARE OVER, 
HOUSE ‚THE $085] NY We 
OF THE GRL 

МЕО WITH THE 
BRIGHT GLARE 

ОЕ UNSHADED 

LIGHT BULBS 

THE WHITE- 
COATED AMBU- 
LANCE DOCTOR, 

WATCHED HER 

| BESIDE THE 

BURLY POLICE 

OFFICER. 
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AT LEAST WE'VE FOUND OUT 
WHO SHE IS---PAPERS IN 

HER PURSE , MONA HARRIS . 
SHE WAS ENGAGED TO 
PAUL FOWLER | 


PAUL BOWLER ? THAT YOUNG 

SCIENTIST LOST WITH THE REST 

OF THE REEO EXPEDITION A 

FEW MONTHS AGO... AN AIR Д 
CRASH IN THE SOUTH AMERICAN 
JUNGLES, WAeNIT IT ? 













THE SEDATIVE LASTS | 


LOOK---5HE 5 COME AROUND. MAYBE 
І CAN GET НЕК STORY NOW WHILE 


HELLO, MONA - -FEEL 
BETTER ? YOU'RE ALL 
RIGHT NOW. THIS IS 

THE POLICE STATION. 





THE--THE POLICE 
STATION ? 


THAT'S RIGHT, ООС, IT WAS IN РАЦІ. 
FOWLER'S ROOM WE FOUND HER , 
SCREAMING HER HEAD OFF - - - “ALL 
ALONE, YELLING LIKE A MADINCHAN £ 
THE LANDLADY CALLED US ' 





















IT--IT BEGAN 
WHEN I PASSEO 
РАК 5 АРАКТМЕКТ-- 

TONIGHT , 








EVER SINCE THEY -+ 
(СНОКЕ)- - - FOUND THE 
CHARRED WRECKAGE 
OF THE EXPEDITION 
PLANE, INE WALKED 
PAST THE HOUSE 
WHERE PAUL HAD His 
APARTMENT. TONIGHT 
THERE WAS А LIGHT 
THERE, SOMEHOW, I 
HAD TO GO UP THERE! 


APARTMENT TO 
SOMEONE ELSE? 





MONTHS, THE TIME 
THE EXPEDITION WAS 
TO BE AWAY. HE 
LEFT OROERS NOT 
ТО RENT OR MOVE 
OUT не THINGS TILL 
THE TIME WAS UP- 
NO MATTER WHAT ! 





= 


ANO MRS. ROGAN WOULD'V& KEPT 
TO THEIR AGREEMENT DESFITE 
THE NEWS OF THE CRASH. I KNOW 
HER. SO WHEN I SAW THE ы т 
OREW ME LIKE 


У RFUROUGH THE CRACK BENEATH THE OOOR, Г 
SAW THE LIGHT 50 OUT IN THE ROOM, I 
POUNDED AGAIN, HARDER, МУ THROAT 


STRANGELY DRY AND STRAINED | % 


| PLEASE: 
13 IT VOU > PLEASE 


"Whe poor was 


WHO'S IN THERE ? PAUL IS- 
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PAUL =~ PAUL 16 THAT YOU, PAUL ? 
ANSWER ME „3 WHO'S IN THERE ? 


LOCKED, BUT I 

HEARD SOMEONE 
SHUFFLING 

ABOUT кере. 


f POUNDRO ON 
THE DOOR, 
MY WORDS 
SOUNDING 50 
RIDICULOUS 
AFTER WHAT 

£ KNEW OF 
THE CRASH, 
AND YET-- 





ер а арене се 
А HERE Was NO ANSWES , B UT SOMETHING TOLD ME TO `| 


ву: r Med CALLING ai горене, TILL FINALLY A 
ng (ie Ср а 


1 My LEGS WERE WEAK 


MONA -- GO Away Í 
GO AWAY, 
IMMEDIATELY ¢ 


ОН, PAUL nie : 
YOU = - - YOU: Fi 














PAULI WHAT ARE 

YOU SAYING ? OH, MY 
DARLING --- OPEN THE 
DOOR! LET ME — 
5ЕЕ You! 


No! GO AWAY МОНА: 

CANT MARRY YOU NOW . 
WE'RE ALL THROUGH 
--РМЕНЕО i я 





ros You SPOKE 
Е, MONA. ВО 
away QUE PORGET I WON'T DO ANY 
IT ALL 1 SUCH THING, CARLING! 
OPEN THE DOOR ANO 
TALK TO ME SENSIBLY, 
PAUL. PLEASE, МУ 
DARLING =~ í 
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МБ VOICE SOUNDED THE SAME YET DIEFER- | |“ П FOUND THE CHAIR ІҢ THE PITCH BLACKNESS. А 
ENT N AN Er dee WAY. I PLEADED WITH STRANGE ОРСК, LIKE THAT OF А DANK AND DECAYING 


DAI 
| BEGGED HIM TO LET ME IN, KNOWING T COULD | | CAVE, FILLED TUE RODA, PAUL VOICE CAME TO ME 
[ER HAD HAPPENED TO MAKE HIM FROM ONE BIDE OF THE ROOM, BUT I COULDN'T SEE 
iud AT MET THE DOOR OPENED AnD-- | | A THING IN THE TOTAL DARKNESS. ` 
OH. PAUL, MY 
DARLING --— 3 но! мо LIGHT 
WHERE ARE БІТ OOWN IN THE 
YOU TURN ON BIG CHAIR, MONA <> 
THE UGHTS, YOULL FIND TT 
DARLING : STRAIGHT AHEAO 
3 OF YOU ! т 


TIVE CHANGED, МОНА! 
IM NOT THE MAN YOU FELL 
IN LOVE WITH, I CAN'T GO 
THROUGH WITH OUR 
MARRIAGE | 


PAUL, DARLING --- 

STOP THAT SILLY 
TALK ; ГМ SO HAPPY 
THAT YOU'RE ALIVE -- 
THAT r--WELL, WE 
CAN WORK QUT WHAT- 
EVER'S MADE YOU 
THINK THIS WAY ! 


" 22 ж-- — -- | 
DON'T XHOW WHAT TO THINK AS I SAT 
SACK AND PAUL BEGAN HIS STORY. 

NO, MONA, КО! STARTED WITH THE CRASH ОР THE 

LISTEN Е 5 








REED. SOMEHOW, 
WE WERE THROWN 
CLEAR! 





TO MW Е iN THE SOUTH AMERICAN JUNGLES 
CAREFULLY í THEN ANE BURNED, BUT PAUL, DR.FEEQ 


LEAVE IMMEDIATELY | СА BOTANIST, HADEKER ı CRAWLED 
AND FORGET ME, ЕЕ. 


FORGET YOU EVER 
SPOKE TO ME! 








57 жы --.--« 

ANY IDEA I THINK I CAN PARTLY ANSWER THAT, PAUL. WELL; WE CAME HERE TO EXPLORE 
WHERE WE | THS FOLIAGE. (S OF THE RAREST ТҮРЕ, 50 LET'S EXPLORE US SOME WATER 
"Esas AND SHELTER IF WE CAN ! 4 
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AND STILL OO! | YES | THE LEGEND 
HAS IT THAT ONCE 
HUMAN LIFE DWELLEO 
IN THESE CAVERNS | 


а, GENTLEMEN, WE'VE MADE | YES , THE SYMBOLS-- 
UL ANO AN ASTOUNDING FIND ! DEFINITELY INCA $ 
THE OTHER TWD] THESE ARE THE LOST THEN THE OLD 
SCIENTISTS BE-| CAVERNS OF THE ANCIENT / LEGEND REALLY 
INCA LEGEND. 2 HAD SOME TRUTH BUT DEGENERATE 
TO IT; THE CAVERNS INTO A FORM OF 
STED +: 


ELEMENTARY PROTO- 
= PLASM 20 VICIOUS AND 


IT was NEA loss HORRIBLE THAT NO ONE 
NIGHTFALL WHEN ر‎ | || 
COMPLETELY ВУ 2 47) li f 
q 1 S 
2% а | 





EYER САМЕ FROM THE 
CAVERNS ALIVE ! 

ACCIDENT THEY 

CAME UPON THE ^ 


ENTRANCE TO 
A STRANGE 

UNDERGROUND 
CAVERN « 

OR, REED WAS 


INSTANTLY 
ЕХСТЕР, 


— 








нее SCIENTIFIC CURIOSITY BUT THERE | YES, THERE'S ДІР. 
HAVE SOME FORM 1 | Гат FEVER PITCH, THE МЕМ IN THESE TUNNELS. 
OF TALL TALE ABQUT WENT DEEP INTO THE CAVERNS, | | WAY THAT MEANS THURE 
THEM, LET'S INVESTI- HONEYCOMBEO WITH TUNNELS; 15 AN EXIT SOME- 
GATE FURTHER, LESS Di5-| | MARVELING AT THEIR FIND. BUT WHERE ABOUT. 
GENTLEMEN , COVERY Í FINALLY =- 

i GENTLEMEN, IM 


AFRAID WE'RE LOST ; WE 
WERE CHILDISHLY FOOLISH NOT 
TO MARK OUR TRAIL! T--I WAS 
50 EXCITEO г JUST FORGOT! 


I GUESS THAT'S JUST 
WHAT HAPPENED TO 
05, ОЕ. REED 4 




















COME ON PAUL. LET'S SEE IF 
THIS ONE LEADS чә ANYPLACE 
WORTH GOING ! 


ж P IT'LL SAVE TIME IF YOU | 6000 IDEA, HADEKER. 
XPLORINGE 


TWO INVESTIGATE THAT у SEE YOU BACK HERE 
FURTHER IN THE | TUNNEL AND ILL LOOK. IN TEN MINUTES „ 
UNDERGROUND | INTO THIS ONE. LET'S SAY ры ~ 
CATACOMBS, THE | TEN MINUTES OF EXPLORING, 


SCIENTISTS AND THEN WE RETURN 
DETECTED A WERE TO REPORT. 
STRANGE ODOR, (Ё 


AN ODOR WPOS- 
SIBLE TO IDENT- 
FY, THAT MINGLED 
WITH ATHE DANK 
AND MUSKY 
SCENT OF THE 
CAVERNS. ANO 
FINAL STIL 
HOPELESSLY 
LOST ТНЕУ 
HALTED AS --- 








"ur ғаш. AND OR. REED 
HADN'T GONE FAR WHEN THEY 
HBARO HADESER'S VOICE 
SCREAMING IN TERROR AND 
PAIN, EAK-GPLITTING , BLOOD- 
CHILLING SCREAMS. 
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THEY'RE EAT---- 


вАПМО МЕ--- 










SOUL TWISTING GOOD HEAVENS! " PROBABLY ANTS OF SOME 
BLKEAMS STOPPED Ac SUDDEN НЕ --НЕ WAS EATEN , KIND, PAUL ! THE VICIOUS RED 
AS THEY'D SEGUN, AND WHEN "m ° ANTS OF AFRICA CAN DEVOUR 
PAUL AND DR, REED REACHED ANY ANIMAL IN MINUTES « 
THE OTHER TUNNEL -- | 4 à а = THESE ARE PROBABLY 


NONE EXCEPT, THESE! LARGER ANP WORSE. 
LOOK НЕКЕ --BITS OF 


AND A SCRAP OF / А, 
м HIS SHIRT! VINE | 








WE CAN FOLLOW THIS 
RIVER ı PAUL. IT MUST 
LEAD US OUT. BUT 
FIRST IYE Got TO 
REST A WHILE. IM TOO / TILL WE'RE , 
TIRED TO GO ON NOW. „/ OUT OF HERE 

ВЕБОЕ А 

SUBTERRANEAN 

j| RIVER FLOWING 
THROUGH THE 
CAVERNS, 


THE SAME 
STRANGE QDOR 
OF DECAY 
| ASSAILED 
THEIR NOSTRILS: 
BUT WEARINESS 
LAY HEAVILY 
UFON THEM ; 
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| ELAPSED нто sew | ГА сыға, PAUL FELT unsere 











CONSCIOUSNESS. HEARING AND | | BEING LIFTED AND CARRIED AWAY 15% ћ 
| FEELING ONLY IN THAT VAGUE (5 HE LAPSED INTO UNCONSCIOUS = AND THE --ТНЕ BITES! 
HALF-WORLD BETWEEN LIFE AND | | NESS: IT WAS LATER--- MUCH «++ THEY'RE COVERED WITH 
| DEATH, AS EVER SO FAINTLY LATER---WHEN HE OPENED НБ Еуев В HUGE LEAVES - -A KIND 
Hid PRIN-WRACKED BODY HEARD | AS AN UNWORLDLY KIND OF SOUND OF BANDAGE | 
THE VOICE ROSE AND FELL IN THE AIR W A 
STRANGE CADENCE HE FINALLY 
MOL LET HOM RECOGNIZED FOR WHAT IT WAS, 
ALWE ! THIS ONE'S 
Мим 1 г WANT 4 
HM -- EIS MINE 2 

















7 
Pean PAUL FELL INTO A THANK YOU —-- THANK "YOU , 
AND THE DAYS PASSED INTO T CAN NEVER TELL YoU HOW 
ib GRATEFUL I АМ! 
„А: 
THE WHILE ,' THE CREATURE WURSED 
HIM FAITHFULLY I NEVER LEANING HIS 
SIDE, BATHING AND TENDING His 
WOUNDS; BRINGING HIM 2000 ; HE 
BEGAN TO RECUPERATE AND 
FINALY ONE DAY 


IM ALIVE AND WELL AGAIN - = 
THANKS TO HER | SHE 
SAVED МЕ! 
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PAUL Í THAT'S RIDICULOUS Yoll-- 
You CANIT LWE ALL YOUR LIFE 


DARLING, X DON'T 


CARE WHAT 


Мәш. YOUVE GONE F NO---LET ME FINISH. HER WITH THAT TRIBE OF PRIMITIVE , 
BROKE OFF | THROUGH. I ONLY REQUEST FOR SAVING CONNIBALISTIC PEOPLE JUST 
STILL LOVE МУ LIFE WAS THAT I STAY BECAUSE YOU'RE 
THERE, ANO Ui THERE AND ВЕ HERS FOR-| | GRATEFUL ТО, 2 


EVER! I HAD TO AGREE, | |ONE CREATURE Á 
LU MONA, OR BE KILLED ; 
I JUST CAME BACK HERE 
TO GET SOME OF MY 
THINGS ` 





BLACKNESS © 
or кы ROOM 


I Sar 

SILENTLY 
LISTENING AS 
HE CONCLUDE®,| 

I COULD t 
UNDERSTAND 
HIS FEELINGS, 
т THOUGHT 





IVE GOT TO, | WER? You--YOU MEAN * PAUL SAIO SHE WAS IN THE NEXT ROOM, THAT THEY'O 

MONA. T SHE'S HERE WITH YOU 12 TRAVELED HERE BY NIGHT, UNOBSERVED. І KNEW THE LAY- 
PROMISED A) i QUT OF HIS SMALL APARTMENT AND AS I STRODE FOR THE 
Wi OTHER ROOM, PAUL'S VOICE ROSE SHARPLY! 


НЕЙ! WE'RE 
LET ME TALK TO % 
HER | APPARENTLY Not... MONA. 
SHE UNDERSTANDS = 4 
YOU SO I'LL MAKE 3 
HER UNDERSTAND ME 
THIS WHOLE IDEA 15 
RIDICULOUS « ТО NEVER, 
WORK ол! 


тты 
== < 


Y 
4 | он, мо. МО: 
Become | d GOOD LORD! on, sue 
PAUL, r | „ 56 | Ait + 
OPENED THE ? У и. 
DOOR OF THE А 
OTHER ROOM 
AND SWAPPED 


I STAGGEREO 

BACK AGAINST 

THE WALL AS 

*SHEY ҒАСЕО 
MEL 
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"вуне WAS BEYOND ешек, Us VOCE ALMOST SCREAMED. | > Ron. NO- ЕЕЕ E 






BEYOND THE DARKEST REALMS TURNEO А 
OF HUMAN IMAGINATION. “SHES. 


| ! 
{РОМ КЕ no Ta т ( EEEE! EEEE!/ ) 
| ~ um —Р 





А тая 

WEEKS | Z MAI и | 

USTEN TO ME | SICK WITH КЕ- ` : DENM 
YULSION ı Z FOUND THE LIGHT А ps 

SWITCH IN THE OUTER ROOM AND- 


1 ML YOU MUST 
TEN TO ME-- 


КО, МОНА 1 
Mi NONO! 





















PROBABLY, (T'S BEEN COMING ON 
ВЕК SINCE NEWS OF THE EXPE- 





THIS ---: WE FOUNO IT ON THE 
FLOOR OF PAUL FOWLER'S ROOM, 


| 
DITIONIS LOSS IN THE AIR CRASH | THEY'RE LEAVES FROM THE BLOSSOM, 
ONLY А MNO COMPLETELY БНАРРВО OF THE CANNON BALL TREE! ms 

COULD CONJURE UP A STORY LIKE FOUND ONLY IM THE JUNGLES 

THAT ** ANO LIVE IT AS ie (ГО SOUTH AMERICA ! 


REALLY HAPPENED / 


= І GUESS 89, DOC 
-THERE HE WAS ---EXCEPT FOR ONE 
ЕЕЕБЕЕЕ! THING Г MAYBE YOU 


N ЕЕЕБЕБЕ if HAVE AN ANSWER } 


ROOM WAS BILENT AS THE MEN 
КЕЕ DOWN AT THE HALF-DRIEO PETALS, 
THEY UTTERED NO SOUND, BUT THEIR 
SPOKE THOUGHTS THEY DARED 
pu (THOUGHTS FROM WHICH | 
TURN ASIDE, OR FOREVER 
TREMBLE AT THE BRINK OF ETERNITY ! 














£n TIME 15 THE 
PRESENT, THE SCENE 
ISN'T TOO CLEAR 
AS IT 15 
OBSCURRED BY 
THE SULEN 
SHADOWS OF 
THE NIGHT =- 
THE SPEAKER 
CAN'T BE SEEN 
BECAUSE HE'S 
{МОРЕМ BY THE 
GRIBLY-LDOKING 
DOOR, BUT MIS H. 
SOONG VOICE 15 
AIMED AT CNY 
ONE PERSON — ANC 
THERE'S NO QUESTION 
WHO THAT PERSON 18, 
FOR THERE 15 NOONE 
ELSE AROUND 
BuT you! 
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P" неу, YOU! СОМЕ HERE! 


THATS RIGHT, 1 MEAN YOU! DON'T 
BE AFRAID, I WON'T HURT YOU! 
I NEED YOUR HELP 
DESPERATELY! 





THAT'S BIGHT, COME RIGHT IN! 
AND FOR HEAVEN'S SAKE, CLOSE THE 


7 poor BEHIND YOU IMMEDIATELY! IF 
| ANYONE SAW You COMING IN THEY'D 


DRAG YOU QUT BEFORE I GOT A 
CHANCE TO TALK WITH YOU! AND 
MY ENTIRE FUTURE DEPENDS ON || 

JUST THAT! YOU'RE THE FIRST 
PERSON I'VE SEEN ALONE. 
FOR MONTHS! 5 





EVERY WORD ІМ GOING TO 

TELL YOU NOW IS THE ABSOLUTE 
TRUTH! YOU'VE GOT TO BELIEVE 
ІТ! MY НЕЕ DEPENDS ON IT! МУ 
NAME 15 ЏАСК LONERGAN AND IM 

A SPORTS WRITER FOR THE 
DAILY STAR --. OR І SHOULD SAY 
TWAS А 5 


Wi 
THE DAILY STAR—AND МУ 
ASSIGNMENT WAS TO COVER 
THE PUGILISTIC 
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ER ALL THE 


аа 


NOTHING, ANP THAT’ 
TROUBLE. COVERING THE 


FIGHTS IS OKAY, BUT TRYING 


TO Fick UP ENOUGH 
INTERESTING ITEMS TO 
MAKE A COLUMN ON NON- 


FIGHT NIGHTS IS NOT ONLY 
TOUGH WORK, BUT REAL 


MONOTONCUS/ 





AND IT WAS TRYING TO ЕРБАМ 
THIS MONOTONY THAT LED ТО 
ALL MY TROUBLE! ONE DAY 
AS I САМЕ INTO MÄULERS GYM--- 


100%--НЕХ ) HE'S NOT ONLY. 
SUPERSTITIOUS, 
BUT PUMB, TOO! 














GLOVE! 





= 

THE ONLY THING THAT WILL BRING YOU 

LUCK, HEX, IS A HORSESHOE IN YOUR 

WHY GON'T YOU QUIT BEFORE 

You GET PUNCHY? YOU CAN'T BOX AND 
YOU CAN'T PUNCH! 


IF 1 HAD МУ 
RABBITS FOOT WITH 
ME, YOU WOULPN'T 
DARE TALK TO ME 
THAT WAYS 





GOOD MIND TO | KILL HIM! THE KIP NEVER 


HOLD IT, CHAMP! YOULL 





HAU A PRO FIGHT YET, 
LEAVE HIM ALONE 7 





SAY, HEX, HOW WODL? WHO WOLLONT? 


YOU LIKE To BECOME 
THE CHAMP? 


WHAT'S THE 


THIS 18 NO GAG, HEX! 

15 THERE SOMEPLACE 

AROUND HERE WHERE 

WE CAN TALK WITHOUT / LOCKER 
BEING DISTURBED? ROOM! 








WHAT I HAVE TO SAY 
WILL BE 6007 ONLY 
FOR A CERTAIN TYPE 
OF PERSON! TELL 
ME TRUTHFULLY, 

HEX, РО YOU BELIEVE 
THAT BLACK CATS BRIN 
YOU BAT LUCK, ANZ 
THAT A FOUR-LEAF | 
CLOVER BRINGS 
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GOOD! THEN І KNOW І CAN 
TRUST MY SECRET WITH 

YOU! TM A 
WARLOCK! 


POSITIVE! ALL: I NEED РО 15 PUT THE SAME 5! 
ON YOUR BOXING GLOVES THAT T FUT ON POOR, 


W SAM JACKSON'S GLOVES! 


1 NEVEK HEARD 
P OF НМ: WHO 
WAS HE? 


YES, А WARLOCK-— A MALE 
WITCH! ANE WITH MY MAGIC 
POWERS I CAN CAST A SPELL 
THAT WILL MAKE YOU THE 

|. WORLD'S CHAMP! 


ARE You SURE ІТ ] 
WiLL WORI 


THAT WAS А GOOD QUESTION! WHO WAS SAM 
JACKSON? ACTUALLY NO ONE! THERE HAD NEVER. 
"BEEN A FIGHTER BY THAT NAME? IT WAS JUST 
А FIGMENT OF MY IMAGINATION --SD 1 THOUGHT! 


HE WAS JUST A FELLOW 
LIKE YOU, HEX! HE КЕАЦУ 
COULDN'T FIGHT MUCH UNTIL 
1 DECIDED TO РИТА SPELL 

ON HIS BOXING GLOVES! 








HE COULD HAVE BECOME CHAMP, BUT [ONCE THE SPE 
HE DIDN'T HEED MY WARNING! YOU 
SEE, ONCE 1 РИТА SPELL ОМА PAIR OF 
BOXING GLOVES THEY BECOME MORE 
AND MORE POWERFUL EVERY TIME 
THEY'RE USED. THE FIRST TIME 
JACKSON USED THE GLOVES HE KAYOED 
HIS OPPONENT. THE SECOND” TIME, HE 
BROKE HIS OPPONENT'S JAW. 
1 ВЕСЕ? JACKSON TO LET. ME TAKE 
"HE SPELL OFF THE GLOVES BEFORE HE 
KILLEN SOMEONE WITH THEM AND 
HAD ТО РАУ THE CURSE ОР 
THE GLOVES! 


PERSON USING 








THE BOXING GLOVES, IF THE 


ONE ELSE, HE HAS TO PAY FOR THE 
LIFE HE'S TAKEN WITH HIS OWN, 
AND JACKSON WOULDN'T LISTEN 
ТО МЕ: HE KILED 


THEY FOUND POOR ЗАМ 

BATTERED TO DEATH IN HIS 
ROOM THE NEXT VAY! THERE 
WAS NO ONE OR ANYTHING IN THE, 
ROOM WITH SAM EXCEPT THE 
CURSED GLOVES. THE POLICE 
COULDNT FIGURE OUT HOW HE НАР 
BEEN KILIEZ, BUT I KNEW THE 
TRUTH. THE GLOVES НАР DONE IT. 


LL IS PLACED ON 
THEM KILLS SOME- 


WHAT 
HAPPENED TO 
JACKSON 


THE CRAZY FOOL! 
HE SHOULZ HAVE 


LISTENED TO YO! А 
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pine T Bee FIRST WORDS THAT T 


Y MIND, Г PRETENDED 


INTO М! 
A SPELL ON THE ee 


NOVICE'S GLOVES? 


ABRA-CADABRE! OPEN SESAME! 
KOKUS-POKUS! MAY THE SPELL OF 


TIL KNOW RESPON SBi 18 
WHEN TO |ALL YOURS! NOW LETS 
PUT OUT THE LIGHTS 





STILL LOOKING FOR ща 
TO PICK UP, НЕХ 





WHY SHOULD 1 BOTHER 

WITH PINS WHEN 1 CAN PICK 

UP A BIG-MOUTHED CHAMP, 
MUCH EASIER? 


GOOD! TM TIRED 
OF Eu o THAT j 
ШЕЕ FROM THE 


THE CHAMP'S | WHAT HAVE YOu 
RE ere GOT IN THOSE 











THERE'S | OF COURSE NOT! AND 

NOTHING } WHEN YOU BRING THE 

IN HERE! /CHAMP ТО, TELL HIM TLL 
DO IT AGAIN, ANY TIME £ 


ТИЕ KIG TURNED АЗАР WWKED АТ 
MEL IT WAS PURE COINCIDENCE, BUT | 
SINCE MY STORY НАР GIVEN МЕХ SO. 
MUEPM CONFIDENCE, T DIDN'T HAVE 
THE HEART TO TELL NIM THE TRUTHS 


OKAY, WISE GUY! JUST BECAUSE 
YOU ACCIDENTALLY KNOCKED ME 
OUT YESTERDAY, YOU THINK 
YOURE TOUGH ! WELL, 
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ӨШІРЕ EXACTLY АБ 
I PREDICTED! THIS 
ISN'T FUNNY ANY МОКЕ! 


ITS JUST LIKE YOU SAP, 
МАСК! I KNOCKED QUT Му 
ШЕТ Ромат AND 1 BROKE THE 
JAW OF MY SECOND’ 
Til, SEE YOU INTHE. | NOW YO WAVE TO TAKE 
AWAY. | | THE CURSE OFF THESE < НЕХ THAT 
Show?) | Gloves BEFORE т KILL WAS ALLA 
МУЧНЕР OPPONENT.” ИСКЕ! ITS 
ет ФОМТ 


HIS JAW 
15 
BROKEN! 











Quick? GET А РОСТОВ! 
THE CHAMP LOOKS 
REALLY 
HURT? 


І PONT BEVEVE YOu! Yr 
АНЕ IT ALL! THES, 
LOVES BROUGHT МЕ рс 








НЕХ MORGAN DIDN'T BELIEVE ME AND 

FOR А WHILE THERE I WAS DOUBTING 

MYSELF! ВИТ WHEN WE REACHED 
TUE RECORD ROOM --- 


YOU'RE RIGHT! THERE'S NO 
RECORD OF ANY SAM JACKSON? 
IN THAT CASE |73 OKAY TO Gi 
ON USING THESE 7 

LUCKY GLOVES 7 


= 


CHALLENGER 


MPION үҙ, 
+ НЕХ MORGAN 


gu 
TOM MEANY 


ДИ every TIME I THINK OF REX 
KNOCKING THE CHAMP OUT TWICE 
AS 1 PREDICTED, 1 GET THE JITTERS? 
T MUST GET THOSE BOXING GLOVES, 








TUM AT, Е 
PRTEAL HEX MORGANS GLOVES! EM 
ЧЕ МАО THE 610"35 GUARDED 
NIGHT. АМ Hare 
BOK HERE JACK 1 KNOW YOU 
Do ANYTHING FOR А STORY, BUT THE 
Kip BELIEVES г 5 
erase Gloves \ HES RIGHT: TM 
AE Lucey avis АСТА 5001, 
ЈЕ YOU TRY ТО STEAL 
THEM, PLC HAVE YOU 
LOCKED uP! 


ur 
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THE NIGHT ВЕ THE SEAT Тар THE ТТЕ m 

THE TRAGIC PIEFERENCE [d Te 
WOW! THE KID'S CHAMPS 

KNOCKED HIM 

OUT AGAIN! 


Gitex, ROME WITH РАШС, T RACED RYINING T HAD елері 

THE ` УГЕ Sé ON Tue GLOVES RUD Eo 

OU OFTHE CROWDED ARENA» PEDA COULD IT BE POSSIBLE 
= z THAT I REALLY WAS A WARLOCKT 















ГТ КАСЕР HOME ТО TEY TO SLEEP 


(OULISH FEELING THAT 


OFF THE GH 
WAS SLOWLY ENGULEING MY SOUL! 


BUT А KNOCK ON MY POOR 
AWAKENED ME! WHEN Т RACED 
TO OPEN IT, А FEELING OF FRIGHT | 
CAME OVER ME AS IF 1 EXPECTED 
TO FIND SOMEONE THERE FROM 
ANOTHER WORLD WAITING TO 
POUNCE ON МЕ! 


HERE, TAKE THE MURDERING GLOVES, WELL, ILL \NO,NO! I SWEAR TO YOU THE WHOLE 
YOU FIEND! YOU SAIP IT WAS ALL A JOKE, KILL YOU [THING WAS JUST A FANTASTIC. 
BUT ALL YOU WANTED TO DO WAS TRAP COINCIDENCE! BUT I PROMISE 

МЕ INTO KILLING SOMEONE SO YOU TO GET RID OF THE GLOVES 50 


COULD CLAIM MY LIFES 


тер 


TO YOU! 
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3 THESE GLOVES ARE BEWITCHED. EVERY 
I PROMISE TO BE IN THE | NO SOONER E E 

GYM TOMORROW WITH PROOF HAD THE KNIFE ТУЕ TRIED ТО JAB INTO THEM 
THAT I pedet Tig Al) NEW CHAMP 7 


JUST BREAKS IN HALF? 


TRIED 
TO 
DESTROY 
THE, 
Gloves! | 





WHAT AM 1 GOING TO 207 Ian [TYT KNOW WHAT ILL DO! ГІІ TAKE THEM 
I'VE бОТ TO DESTROY 4 yey А. DOWN INTO THE CELLAR AND BURN , Д 
THEM! THEM IN THE FURNACE! E 


қ w WAITED UNTIL THE FIRE HAD 
URN pur BURNT OUT SO I COULD BE ALL NIGHT LONG T KEFT 
3 4 SURE THAT THE GLOVES HAD BEEN | STARING AT THE GLOVES 
DESTROYED! EVERYTHING IN THE TRYING TO FIGURE DUT HOW 
FURHACE HAD BEEN BURNT TO A £ COULD POSSIBLY DESTROY 
CRISP! EVERYTHING — BUT THEM! BUT THE GLOVES 
THE GLOVES И ща А. TEKN THAT 
ANY 
I MUST BE OUT OF MY CLEAR THOUGHTS, 
MIND! THE GLOVES ARE = 
STILL THERE ! THERE'S GOT TO BE SOME 
WAY TO DESTROY THOSE 
GUNES! THERE'S «ШЕТ, 
GOT TO BE! fae 
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ТА SINGLE THDUOHT ENTERED MY j 
GP DURNE he Nest, BUT THE MD VETE 
NEXT MORNING AS 1 LEFT THE HOUSE WA woggy ABOUT ANY 
WITH THE GLOVES AND WALKED ТО LONGER ! 
MALERS GYM, SPOTTED A GARBAGE 
/SPOSAL TRUCK HEADING TOWARD МЕ 
ANE? THAT GAVE ME AN IEA! 


WHAT А FOOL ay BEEN? 

WHY NOT LET THE STREET 

CLEANING DEPARTMENT GET 
ID OF THEM FOR МЕТ 









PANIC OVERTOOK ME! THE GLOVES WERE THE 
BOY, ТИЕ Тө BULLET ЕРЕ DIES 1 HAD THROWN AWAY, AND WHAT WAS 


FIRST I FIND A TERRIFIC PAIR OF }{ GAB! UST GET ТО TAKE PLACE IN THE RING MIGHT 

BOXING GLOYES OUTSIDE IN THE WORK! АМУ REMEMBER, РА eer OF THE LEGEND I THOUGHT 

GARBAGE CAN AND NEXT 1 GET WATCH YOURSELF І НАР MADE UP COMING TRUE --- HEX 

А JOB SPARRING WITH THE NEW THE CHAMP HAS Á MORGAN KILLED BY THE VERY GLOVES WITH. 
CHAMP! TERRIFIC PUNCH? WHICH HE HAD RILLED THE CHAMP! 








"VE GOT TO GET THOSE W WHAT'S WRONG WITH 
LOVES OFF НІМ BEFORE 4 YOU, JACK? HAVE YOU 





HE THROWS A SINGLE GONE CRAZY? 


PUNCH 








“Send Us Your iama Get This 
Valuable Encyclopedia те 








а 








BUT BY THE TIME NIGHT FELL, I WAS 50 
TIRED I INVOLUNTARILY 
DOZED OFF AGAIN 7 
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ONLY LOSING 
МУ MIND! 
ALL DAY LONG 
І TRAMPED 
THE STREETS || 
TRYING 70 
FIGURE OUT 
SOME WAY 
TO GET RID 
OF THOSE 


JO WITH 

A MANIACAL 
INTOXI- 
CATION? 


THE GLOVES? 
E GONE! 


HE DOESN'T ANSWER, BUT IVE 
NATURALLY GOT TO GET НІМ OUT OF 


HIS HOTEL THERE BEFORE IT'S 
DOOR WAS Toa LATE! 
LOCKED, А 
sur 
І KNOCKED 
Loup 
ENOUGH 
TO WAKE 
THE 
SPIRIT 
OF THE 
BANSHEE 
ITSELF, 
AND 
STILL 
мо | 
ANSWER? 


ТМ TOO ТІЛЕР TO THINK 
ANY MORE! I'LL TAKE THE 


CAN FIGURE OUT SOME WAY 
TO GET КІР OF THEM! 
— 












КАШ ВР РА ан АНЕ Сы ы 
I DON'T KNOW WHY, BUT I RACED 
TOWARD HEX MORGAN'S PLACE AS 
ЈЕ THAT WERE THE ONLY PLACE THE 
GLOVES COULD FOSSIBLY BE? 






THIS 15 MARKED FOR 
EMERGENCY, BUT I 
CAN'T THINK OF A 
GREATER EMERGENCY 
THAN THIS! 
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Ç ЗОРЕ Iris 
TOO LATE ! 
















HIS FACE LOOKS AS IF 17'5 BEEN BATTERED < THERE WAS NO ONE HERE BUT 
BY SOMEONE WEARING А FAIR OF BOXING THE GLOVES — THEY DID 
GLOVES, BUT 1 KNOW~-- THIS BY THEMSELVES 7 





THE NOISE 1 КАР MADE BREAKING IN THE DOOR | 
HAO ATTRACTED THE POLICE ANO THE NEXT | BOY NO ONE WOT EE 
THING Т KNEW I WAS BEING RUSHED DOWN | qs INSTITUTION FORE ax 
LE EAE OUS CRIMINALLY INSANE! IT'S LIKE 
СОМЕ ON, TELL THE ) BUT І TELL YOU FOR Ї SAID --МУ WHOLE FUTURE 
EN ug Berenice 
you ЕХ WON" | OLE 1 
MORGAN? EU T KILL TO GO TO THE AUTHORITIES ANO 
АЙ | CONVINCE THEM 1 WAS 
TELLING THE TRUTH? 





o you BELIEVE 
WALK LONERGANS 
STORY? WELL 
WHETHER YOU PO OR 
NOT, THERE 16 ONE THING 
WE WANT TO WARN 
YOU ABOUT --- IE YOU 
SHOULD FIND A PAIR OF 
BOXING GLOVES, DON'T USE 
THEM ~ THEY MIGHT ВЕ 
"THE PHANTOM GLOVES"! 








№ R GHIBERTI peeped through the hid- 
den eyehole of hıs Punch and Judy 
show and cursed to himself. Only three peo- 
ple stood in front of his booth how ‘When 
he had begun, there were over two dozen 
And where were they, he asked himself, 


grating his teeth and glancing across the clr-* 


cus grounds to another tent, brightly painted 
and thronged. At Mr, Jepetto's, of course! 

Mr. Ghiberti crowded down his anger and 
finished the show, letting Punch save Judy 
from the terrible dragon. He didn't feel like 
it, but he had to. The three members of the 
audience had paid admittance, and cash was 
low with him. In fact, he admitted to himself, 
he had earned so little money that week that 
he was hungry. 

To be hungry was, to the once-plump but 
thinning Mr, Ghiberti, not only a tragedy but 
an outrage Before Jepetto had come with his 
puppets, money had flowed into Ghiberti's cash 
box But now... 

Still hungry after closing his tent, Mr, 
Ghiberti took his troubles to Mr Keller, the 
owner of the travelling circus In Mr Keller's 
ptivate wagon, he stood up and poured out 
his woes, 

Mr Keller shrugged. "What can I do?" he 
asked “Jepetto’s puppets are а big drawing 
card for the show That's why I hired him. I 
certainly didn't bring him in as competition 
for you, Ghiberti." He paused and shrugged 
“again, like the business man he was, "And if 
he 15 competition—what of ıt? Is not compe- 
tition the life of trade?" 

"Insofar as Jepetto is concerned, it will be 
the death of me!" Ghiberti said bitterly. 

“There is nothing I can do," Mr Keller said, 

"Nothing?" Ghiberti asked, "Didn't I have 
the exclusive contract for a puppet show when 

| We started out? Didn't I—out of the goodness 
of my heart—allow you to hire Jepetto, by 
allowing my own contract to be breached?” 

Мг Keller nodded "All that is true, and I 


am grateful, Ghiberti,” he said. “And you will 
not starve No member of my circus starves. 
We will take care of you," 

"I will not bea beggar!” Ghiberti exclaimed, 
rising "I am an artist!” 

“So is Jepetto,” Keller remarked soberly, 
“Good day, Mr, Ghiberti!” 

Outside the wagon, Ghiberti fumed in ım- 
potent anger. He glanced toward Jepetto’s tent 
and found it more crowded than ever, Passing 
it on his way back to the tent where his own 
show was housed, he glanced in at the flap. 
The puppets were dancing away merrily. He 
couldn't see‘ Jepetto, of course, Jepetto was 
perched on the alcove above the puppet stage, 
manipulating them But he could guess Jepet- 
to's smug, satisfied smile as he handled the 
intricate puppet strings, aware that out in 
front was a good, fat audience. In his ears 
were ringing, no doubt, the sounds of ailver 
chiming on the cash register stone, 

In that instant Ghiberti's resolve was fixed 
Now he knew what he would do, A puppet 
show wasn't worth miuch without puppets. 
Puppets could be destroyed by fire And in 
Jepetto's tent, as 1n all the others, hung kero- 
sene lamps, for night use 

What could be easier, Mr Ghiberti rumi- 
nated thoughtfully, than to steal, under cover 
of darkness, to Jepetto's storage tent where he 
kept his puppets, throw down the kerosena 
lamp on the straw floor and exit quickly? It 
would be considered an accident. 

And Jepetto would have to leave the show, 
he exulted, sealing the bargain with himaelf, 
Then Ghiberti would come into his own. 

‘At midnight he issued forth from his tent 
silently No one was on the circus grounds aa 
he circled ‚round Jepetto's tents, listening. 
Notbing stirred within the puppet tent, though 
the lamp burned. In the other tent, he guessed, 
Jepetto was busy over a late supper. 

Silently, stealthily he lifted the tent flap and 
crawled inside He stared around at the trunks 
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Jepetto uaed for storing the puppets between 
towns om the circus route. Then, unhooking 
the kerosene lamp, Ghibtrti poured some of 
the liquid it contained on the trunks, some 
on the strew floor, He paused, hearing a burst 
of laughter from the adjoining tent where 
Jepetto was. Evidently, he thought, Jepetto 
was enjoying himself with a few friends. As 
he smasbed the lamp groundward, he grinned. 
Jepetto would enjoy nothing, now. 

Quickly he retired to his tent. Within min- 
utes, the alarm was given. Ghiberti, feigning 
surprise, burst from his tent, attired in a night 
shirt, to find Jepetto's tent in flames. He 
wetched the roustabouts bring up pails of 
water, saw the tent Aare higher ın fire. They 
took helf an hour to put it out. 

From his tent, Ghiberti smiled. Fire or 
water. What did it matter? Both had now 
ruined Jepetto's puppets 

In the morning he went to present bis con- 
dolentes. 

"Corne in, Signor," came Jepetto's soft voice 
as Ghiberti rapped sharply on the tent-pole, 

Ghiberti entered. He had never before been 
within the tent. For that matter, he realized. 
Jepetto had never been within his own tent. 
Jepetto visited no one, Ghiberti remembered, 
keeping much to himself. 

Then he gasped Arrayed around Jepetto as 
he sat at a table were all his puppets, un- 
hermed, neither fire-burned nor water-soaked. 

"You are surprised, Signor?” Jepetto asked. 

Ghiberti was speechless for an instant. 
"Why—why do you esk that?” he began. 

"Because you thought you had destroyed 
them all,” Jepetto said, 

"It is a пе!" Ghiberti said indignantly. 

"It ia the truth," Jepetto amd quietly. Не 
pointed to a puppet. "Randolpho, here, told 
me ıt was you who came into my tent etid set 
fire to atl” É 

"А—а puppet told you?" 

"He had gone back to the puppet tent for 
a bottle of wine,” Jepetto said "It was then 
he aaw you. We were—the puppets and I— 
eating in the other tent, Бейс” 

“Eating?” Ghiberti said in horror. “Since 
whemi. 70% 
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"Му puppets are rather extraordinary,” 
Jepetto said, smiling sardonically "They were 
made by a powerful magician ın Italy, Signor. 
They are very lifelike, because they really do 
live, in a way They are not human, but they 
do eat, breathe and laugh.” He sighed. “I owe 
everything I have to the great Zapini who 
created these puppets. Ah, what a genius!" 
His face saddened. "He 1s dead, of course, but 
{Безе puppets ere his monument " 

Something snapped in Ghiberti's brain. He 
«clapped his hand to his pocket—hatred, insane 
hatred distorting his face, 

"You are disturbed, Signor?” Jepetto asked. 
"You are afraid I will tell the police? Per- 
heps..." 

Ghiberti sprang, the clasp knife in his pocket 
springing open as he drew it. He plunged it 
into Jepetto's breast, again end again! Breath- 
ing heavily, he staggered back. The eyes of 
the puppets followed him, transfixing him like 
a knife. 





Then Jepetto stirred, opening his eyes. 

"You— you live? You—you do not die?” 
Gbibert: whispered hoarsely. 

Jepetto laughed "Why should I die, Signor 
Ghiberti?" he asked. "I told you of the gemus 
bf Zapini, did I not?" 

"Z—Zapini? What—whet of that?” 

Jepetto put his hand to his head, unsnapped 
something neat his scalp and drew his face 
down, 

Ghiberti stáred at the sawdust behind the 
mask. 


DJ B IS only, Signor Ghiberti" Jepetto 
said, "that I, myself, am Zapinı's mas- 
terpiece—a puppet puppet-master!” 

Jepetto watched Ghiberti begin to giggle 
madly, break down bit by bit, then go insane 
Slowly, Ghibert: crumpled to the floor. 

As the roustabouts took Ghiberti away, 
Jepetto glanced up from the puppet, Ran- 
dolpho, whose robe he was sewing. 

“Ah, what a pity,” he breathed. "Poor Signor 
Ghiberti—it must have been hunger that drove 
him mad!" 


THE END 


———————є——_——<———————‏ ا 















А THEY NEVER, GOULD ихг®Т ON EARTH....A SITUATION OF TERROR | BROU 
ON BY THEIR OWN GREED. .,. GREED THAT BRED THE VENGEANCE OF THE DEAD AND SPREAD HORROR WITH 
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$ Am өті. THEIR HEARTS, SET OUT TO ае SOME MONEY "THE EASY WAY,” BUT THEY WALKED NTO | 
DREAMED NIGHTMARE 
M 
| 


WA! GET OUT TO OLD HAWKINS‘ DON'T KEEP ОМІ 
RSE IN PULL FURY AS TWO ISLAND IN A STORM LIKE WE'RE TOO FAR OUT 
N PULLED DESPERATELY АТ THIS | WE'LL DROWN FOR АМ | 
£ OARS OF 1 = 
kr... STRUGGLING AGAINST R 
A WINDS, OF A ` 
` ICAL, NOR'EASTER. 


TO TURN BACK NOW, 
IF WE'RE EVER GOING 
| TO TRY m FIND THE OLD | 
MAN'S DOUGH ...- THIS | 
15 Ар |5000 A TIME 
NY = А 


PTT 1 mw. A че. ~“ — 
WERE NUTS, SLIM, TO TRY T | WE WILL» s ЙГЕ YOU 
5 BEGINNING TO 
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KEEP PULLIN' HARD, HANKS , 


| ONE THING'S FOR SURE... CYRUS № ен. AS THEY TED THE BOAT TO THE 
WE'RE ALMOST AT THE ^/ HAWKING WON'T BE ЕХРЕСТІМ! š: K... NERVE-SHATTERING SCREAM 
COMPANY ON A NIGHT Like THIS! А OF TERROR BROKE THROUGH THE HOWL 
` OF THE STORM / 
Е 


Mist ФЕ OL 
HAWKING $ COME О! 
Sf.‘ LET'S SEE WHAT'S 
Бр 0": i 


ER 
rj 








FOR HEAVEN'S PULL YOURSELF TOGETHER HANKS ! 
SAKE, SLIM! I | THE STORM MUST BE MAKING YOU SEE 
SAW SOMETHING | THINGS. THE OLO GUY MET BE IN ONE 
OUT THERE ual. / OF THESE ROOMS, AN! THAT'S MORE 

(PORTANT THAN ANYTHING ELSE $ 


( --4 
Y WE GOT LOST IN THE STORI  AN' ы 1...7 DON'T CARE 


\ SAW YOUR LAND, sy. THEN WE | WHY YOU'RE HERE !, 
\ HEARD YOU YELLIN, АМ CAME JUST STAY WITH ME £ 
- m. ТО SEE IF SOMETHING WA: PLEASE se DON T LEAVE 
HAWKINS ! ILL BEA sses Е 
WHAT ARE YOU DONG 
THERE ? 


Oars 
> SANE ME! 
SAVE МЕ! 1T'S 

AFTER. ME! 
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WHEN eaa WHEN Z WAS А YOUNGER 

Í MAN, Г WAS ON A SHIP THAT 

4 LANDED QN THE LITTLE KNOWN 
ISLAND OF MANU IN THE SOUTH 
SEAS. IT WASN'T MUCH OF A 
PLACE, BUT L HAPRENED TO 
STUMBLE ON THE SECTION OF 
THE ISLAND THAT WAS THE 
NATIVES! BURIAL GROUND. AND 
THERE, I FOUND A TOMS. 


IT. -IT'S TERRIBLE ! 
THE „e <THE CURSE 
OF мамо! 


JOPFORTUNITY TO 
IND WHATEVER 














№ THE SOUND OF THAT QUANERING VOICE, A SCENE GUT OF 


| THE PAST WAS RECREATED | І CAN MAKE MORE USE 


OUT O! THIS THAN А 
DEAD MAN CAN ! 






SAY... THAT LITTLE FIGURE LOOKS 
LIKE SOLID GOLD! т WOULDN'T „ 
MINO OWNING THAT | я 





# ' 
Mur 1 was weong | FOR THAT NIGHT, fron waq ELTE 


IN MY CABIN «e o У : SACRED (POL. OF MANU 


. FROM МУ TOMB . X CAN- 
CYRUS HAWKING Ш NOT REST UNTIL THE YES. +. AND YOU, ТОО, WILL WANDER THE 
CYRUS HAWKING 4 1001. IS ONCS AGAIN EARTH AFTER DEATH., «UNLESS THE 
| 3 š 2 BURIED IN SACRED IDOL IS BURIED WITH YOU WHEN 
m HS Tu NOU DIE. THAT IS THE CURSE OF МАМИ ! 








Ino THe "авт раро 
AWAY, LEAVING ОМ А 
TERRIBIED OLD МАМ, + 
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THE GHOST Of THAT NATIVE HAS 
BEEN APPEARING MORE AND 
MORE OFTEN „, „AND IM AFRAID 


OH.. THAT MAKES ME FEEL $0 MUCH BETTER. ULL 
WANT TO REWARD YOU FOR YOUR SERVICES. THERE'S 
SOME MONEY VE BEEN SAVING. AND YOU САМ 


I мент DIE! YOU'VE ВОТ то 
PROMISE YOU LL BURY THE IDOL. 
WITH ME WHEN т 00: YOU 


FEARFUL OF A LONELY 


HOW OO YOU LIKE THAT? WE THOUGHT 
WE'D HAVE TG KNOCK THE OLD GOAT 
OFF, AN! NOW HE'S GONNA HAND US 
THE DOUGH BECAUSE OF А CRAZY 


RY { 
М-МАТВЕ IT'S NOT SD CRAZY, 
SLIM. I SAW SOMETHING 
OUTSIDE... TELL YA: 


ВОН НЕКЕ, МЕМ, 
JUST A6 I SAID] À 


yea 


| HIS SHOULDER, INTO THE 
DARKNESS OF THE NIGHT. 


SEEING NOTHING BUT THE 
STORM, HE DECIOED ТО 
FORGET ABOUT [Tess 
AND CONCENTRATE ON 
THE MORE PLEASIN 
PROSPECT OF THE OLD 
MAN'S WEALTH. AND, 
THE NEXT DAY... 


I THOUGHT THERE WAS 
THOUSANDS! REAL 
MONEY, NOT JUST FIVE 

HUNDRED : 


SAVE MUCH THROUGH 
THE YEARS...» BUT 
YOURE WELCOME TO 
THE WHOLE FIVE , 
HUNDRED DOLLARS. 


THIS IDOL ...THE ONE YOU STOLE. MAYBE WE'D BETTER 
SEE THAT... JUST IN CASE SOMETHING DOES HAPPEN 
TO YOU...WE'LL KNOW WHERE TO FIND IT ¢ 
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HERE IT 15 ! THE MOST CURGEO \ HOLY COW | 5000, 
THING IN THE WORLD i X HAVEN'T 


GOLD... 
HAD ANY PEACE SINCE I is WORTH A FORTUNE ! 


FOUND IT! 


Greco WAS THE GUIDING FORCE DIRECTING THe LIVES 
бе THE TWO TRESPASSERS AND SUM ACTED AG 
ALWAYS 010! 


U^ 
YOU'LL DO WHAT I 
ASKED Yol 





V ies DEAD, SLM „, AN" YOU NEVER Д 
| сам теш WHEN SOMEONE MIGHT df 
СОМЕ OUT НЕКЕ! WHAT LL 


THERE'S AN АВАН- 
DONED WELL OUTSIDE! 


par Z 


WE DO WITH HIN? 
| |": «wow шәт mue, ^ 


SPOT ТО BURY Him; 
|| 





DIAMONDS: 


OF FEAR 





REMEMBER YOUR PROMISE + 
YOU'VE GOT TO BURY IT WITH 
МЕ .... ОК THE CURSE OF 
MANU WILL ФАМ ME, TOO: 


DON'T BE A SAP, 

HAWKINS і THAT'S 
WORTH MORE'N ALL. 
THE DOUGH YOU 
SHOWED US | I'LL ЗЕ, 
DARKRED IF ILL BURY IT + 


“YOU. MUST. 
.. WITH. 


Or was А SHORT 
DISTANCE FROM THE 
HOUSE TO THE YAWNING 
HOLE THAT SEEMED A 
PERFECT GRAVE FOR THE 
MURDERED МАМ, 


S IT, HANKS! мо | 
un МО EVIDENCE a. 
JUST WEALTH & 


THAT DQ! 
s 


YEAH, SURE! EVERY- 
THING'S WORKIN! 
t OUT FINE ; 
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BUT THIS PLACE Y I DONT THINK TMAT'O | НЕ STORM ROSE I DON T LIKE SPENDIN' | YOU'LL BE HAVIN’ МЕ 
STILL GIVES МЕ | BE TOO SMART !LOOKS| WITH RENEWED FURY | ANOTHER NIGHT HERE | | BATTY IN A MINUTE 1 
WHAT IF THE OLD GUY / GO TO SLEEP, АН! 


THE CREEPS. UKE ANOTHER STORM | DURING THE LONG 
LET'S GET OUTTA/ COMIN UP,..AN I DAY ı MAKING WAS TELLIN! THE EVERYTHING LL BE 
HERE МОМ: DON'T WANT TO GO , DEPARTURE AN TRUTH, AN THERE ALL RIGHT | 
$ THROUGH THAT AGAIN: | IMPOSSIBILITY. AND | REALLY 15 A CURSE! 
WE'D BETTER STICK ж) AS THE NIGHT _ p 
AROUND A WHILE ¢ WORE С 








(Жеззме INTHE SILENT DARKNESS WAS THE FIRST 
STEP, AND THEN « 


NO SENSE SPLITTIN’ A HAUL LIKE THIS 
TWO WAYS ! ILL LET HANKS KEEP THE 
OLO MAN'S FIVE HUNDRED BUCKS 

ILL KEEP THE IDOL! g 





EVE TING моно тч= вскво Fools sound 
BE ALL RIGHT, TOO... ASLEEP! THIS'LL ФЕ 
FROM SUMS STAND- a CINCH ! 

TOW, .. FOR, LATER. 
THAT мент... 











— 

| ит. „.uursioe...in THE DARKNESS. «A STRANGE 
FIGURE WANTED sau 

ê THERE'S NOTHIN! BETWEEN МЕ 

AN! THE BOAT NOW! РП ВЕ OUTTA 

HERE BEFORE HANKS --- 


Phin THEN НЕ 
TURNED TO RUN THE IDOL Í THE 
TQ THE BOAT... Қ CURSE OF MANU ¢ 
ANO FACED 

PARALYZING 

TERROR 1 











€, A LONG MOMENT, 
SLIM WAS FROZEN IN 
HIS TRACKS BY THE 
HORROR НЕ HAD DOUBTED, 
AND THEN, »,.HALF-CRAZED 
WITH AGONIZING FEAR ,. ,. 
HIS ONLY THOUGHT 
WAS TO ESCAPE ! 








Ее nN ere не 
RAN, TRYING То ESCAPE 
A DOOM НЕ НАС BEGUN 


aet £ 


Бим LAY THERE WAITING TO FEEL THE 
ae HANOS OF DEATH ОМ HIS МЕСЕ... 


AS THE SECONDS TICKED BY AND 
THE SILENCE GREW... 


IT...IT!5 GONE! MAYBE I САМ GET 


BACK TO THE BOAT AND GET AWAY 
FROM HERE | 





Be 


OOPS: I TURNED 
WY ANKLE ON A | 


ROCK: Ces 
МЕ NOW 


Wo THE 
FEAR OF THÉ UN - 
KNOWN SURNING , 
TERROR INTO HIS 
HEART. SLIM CAME 
CLOSER AND CLOSER 
TO HiS ONE CHANCE, 
10 ESCAPE FROM 
THIS ISLAND OF 
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S-GOMEOUE'S |N THE BOAT! Š 
HANKS MUST Е WAKED UP... Ы С 
AN'IS TRYIN © HEAD МЕ : nn | 
~ OFF ! 5 WHY. ..WHY DON'T You DIE? 
ee 1 PM HITTING YOU WITH 
ч 3 EVERY SHOT ! 






HOW САМ YOU KILL ME... WHEN I AM 
ALREADY DEAD? 






WERD EYES STAREO QUT OF À DEAD FACE AS THE FIGURE 
FROM BEWONO THE GRAVE WALKED TOWAROS THE FEAR- 
CRAZED MURDERER | 


-E aw 
p Қ. и 
cee N 
КД М iB 
M Ü Ñ У THE IDOL : 
( a \ | ITMIST BE 
М NI 
у 4 > МЕ! 
y 
| ~ == N PROMISED | 
(ші, ы SEN) We 


N; BE BURIED 

21 WITH МЕ! YOU 

SLIM! WHERE YOU-YOU WERE RIGHT ! 

1 Tus you Ee TH-THE ae ... 
ж.а WHAT'S ЦР? THEY КЕ HERE ! THE GEA 

|фекков TOOK THE PLACE CAPTAIN WAS TELLING 

OF SANITY AS SLIM 3 THE TRUTH | 


Ñ 
/ 





















N-NO HANKS, IM 
NOT MAKING UP 

ANYTHING LOOK 

BEHINO YOU | 


YOU'RE TELLIN' ME THAT 
N пао TRYIN ТО COVER 
OR, RUNNING QUT 
WITH THE GOLO IDOL! | 


THEN WE САН REST... y 
| ONY THEN WILL THE 
CURSE OR MANY GE 
LIFTED £ 


«^ [T8 HAWKINS | AN! 
THAT OTHER ONE I SAW 
WHEN WE CAME | 


5 


THIS WANI IT'S 


QVER HERE ; MAYBE 


THEY WON'T LEAVE US 
ALONE! THEY FOLLOW US 
EVERYWHERE , 


DON'T JUST STAND THERE ! WE'LL-« 
WE'LL HAVE то RUN FOR IT; IT'S 
CUR ONIY CHANCE 4 COME ON í 


DARKER. | СО AHEAD! (mim 
RIGHT BEHIND YOU: 


THEY “ONT SEE US 7 








L THAT REMAINED: 
WA BRAIN DEVOID OF 
REASON WAS THE 
FRANTIC DESIRE TO 
ESCAPE saa AND SLIMA 
STEPPED BACKWARDS 


CLAM HIM 


BACKWARDS не 
“| STEPPED, «МО THE 
| GAPING HOLE OF THE 
ABANDONED WELL ! 


i 


THE GHOSTS! 
MUST ESCAPE... 
FROM. 


€, AS SLIM DROPPED INTO DEATH BESIDE THE 
BODY OF THE MAN HE HAO HELPED MURDER, 
THERE WAS А FEELING OF PEACE ABOUT 
ШІМ... AND TRE GHOSTS THAT HAD 
WANDEREO THE EARTH SLOWLY 
OISAPPEARED INTO NOTHINGNESS , 
FOR THE IDOL WAS AT THE BOTTOM 
OF THE WELL ... BURIED WITH ITS 
7 OWNER, AFTER ALL... AND THE 
CURSE OF MANU WAS GONE | 
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missing. 


IF THE DEAD COULD BE 
FRIGHTENED BACK TO LIFE... 


AF BLE 


THiS MAGAZINE IS 


ДОКЕ 


THE WEIRDEST OF ALL THE 
SUPERNATURAL COMIC MAGAZINES 
WOULD DO IT! 
104 ON SALE AT YOUR FAVORITE NEWSSTAND 104 








Another eclectic scan 


Irom the dynamic 
ПА ЕЕ МА ЕЕ! 


use us on the web at 
Ihttp:/ Dark Mark.tripod.com/darkmarki bem 
and. 
http //dadkomack0O-triped.com/darkmark2. html 


for the best comics not In comics! 


